Every Game Has A Story…

Did you ever buy a vintage pinball machine and wonder what kind of life it had?

Maybe you found a clue or two inside, like beer spills or cracks in the cabinet or lots of repairs in the electrical wiring. Well, here’s the story my 1936 Rock-ola Credit told me…

When I bought it on EBay in the fall of 2004, I wanted a machine I could restore from the beginning. My Sportsman was in too good a shape for that, and I wanted to have a game that I could say that I restored. Well, I got more than I bargained for, that’s for sure…

The adventure started when I first saw it, in an Indiana garage after a 400-mile trip to pick it up. It was leaning slightly, because it was missing parts of the adjusting feet. It was also extremely dirty, with what looked like soot, but as I looked at it closely, I saw that the playfield was still in good condition, and the cabinet was whole except for the front molding where the top glass comes off. I looked inside, and all the pieces seemed to be there, and nothing rattled inside the cabinet while I loaded it into my car. 
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However, the bumpy Illinois roads seemed to have shaken something loose in the machine. When I carried the Credit out of the car and put it in the house, a handful of coins and tokens as well as the game’s red plastic ‘pinball’ fell out of the machine.

The strange part of all this was the change – a dozen coins in all – three Liberty Head nickels, from roughly 1890 to 1904, five Buffalo nickels, and four ‘tokens’, two with the RMC logo on it. Not a single solitary Jefferson nickel in the batch! 
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As I opened the machine for an inspection, other things started to emerge. I found a very old AC transformer and a power cord in the bottom of the machine, but no diode rectifier. I found a repairman’s ‘jumper cord’ with one end each still hooked to the positive and negative battery wires. The base of the main payout rotary switch mechanism had some white deposits stuck in the corners on it that looked like baking soda. There was more of the whitish deposit on some of the bottom of the wooden ‘drawer’ the payout mechanism was bolted to. 
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When I started to work on the playfield, I found more interesting things…

All of the solenoids on the playfield were good, but the ‘missed ball’ counter (the large rotary switch bolted to the bottom of the playfield) had two of its three wires going to it cut. The copper middle rotary contact on the switch was soldered in place, but upside down, so the actual contact part of the contact was about ¼” from any of the contact rivets it was supposed to touch in order to switch anything. The micro switch at the ‘250 points’ ball hole was welded shut with arcing. 

[image: image6.jpg]



Page 3

But, the weirdest thing here was the playfield’s reset (?) switch.

This switch sits on a plate screwed under the playfield. There is a long lever attached to the switch, and when you put a coin in the coin slide and work the slide, it also moves the shutter under the playfield. Moving the shutter to make the ball drop moves the switch’s lever, opening the switch. When the shutter moves back to the ‘closed’ position, the switch lever moves again, closing the switch again. Now, the switch contacts were welded together from arcing, and the switch part that meets the lever part of the switch was broken, so the switch would work in only one direction but never the other.  
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Now for the playfield and cabinet…

The playfield actually looked pretty good. The field’s colors were all yellowed so the white looked cream colored, but it was in very good shape. All of the metal posts were rusty but there, but the two indicator light bulbs at the bottom of the field were missing. A couple of the long spring steel ‘bumpers’ were missing as well. 
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The cabinet was a different story. It was covered with black gummy sooty dirt

that didn’t rub off, and wouldn’t come off with water, but when I washed the cabinet with a dilute solution of Simple Green and alcohol, the dirt literally ran off of the cabinet. It took two large rolls of paper towels to clean it all up, and when the dirt was wet, it felt sticky for some reason, almost like pine tar. Weird. There was no actual wood damage inside or out, but the paint on one side of the game has long straight thin cracks in the paint from end to end about 2” apart. The strange thing about this is that the Credit’s sides are solid wood boards, not plywood or a glued strip laminate. 
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The payout mechanism was a mess….

I am told that the basic mechanism was also used in Keeney or Evans slot machines from the mid 1930’s. There are two separate payout solenoids with one coin tube each, a main power switch, an 8A fast blow fuse, two relays, and a large rotary switch assembly with a governor fan on its side. The main rotating contact arm assembly on the rotary switch is zinc, and warped so none of the contacts on it touch the rivets on the stationary part of the switch. When I loosened the screw holding the arm onto the main shaft, the arm broke into three pieces. The inside of the rotary switch assembly gears, and some of the bottom of the ‘drawer’ that holds the payout assembly, were dusted with more of the same whitish powder that I saw on the outside of the assembly when I first looked everything over. Some of the parts seem to be missing too, but since I don’t have a photo of the inside of a complete mechanism I can’t really say for sure.
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The wiring is the big problem here. One of the payout solenoids had its power wires spliced and lengthened with extra wire, and all the wire from the positive battery lead to the power switch, then to the fuse, was replaced with some of the worst soldering I have ever seen. The joints looked very lumpy, almost like somebody threw the melted solder at the joints instead of soldering them. All the solenoids and relays work here too, including the main payout solenoids. 
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So that’s all of the clues that I have found so far about this machine’s past life.

I have a pretty good idea of what happened with this machine, why it happened, and even maybe when it happened. I just wanted to see what you thought, given the clues I found inside the machine. 

What do YOU think?

Ken

Moderator – Prewar Pinball

Yahoo! “Prewarpinball” Group

http://games.groups.yahoo.com/group/prewarpinball

